SOUTH SEA CRUISES-1889-91

Surely if he possessed a schooner of his own, he might
make his home on board and pay the current charges,
at all events in part, by trading. So The Wrecker was
to be written and sent to a publisher from Samoa, and
there with the proceeds they were to buy a schooner,
stock the trade-room, and start upon their wanderings
under the guidance of Denis Reid, who threw himself
heart and soul into the spirit of the new venture.

It was a wild scheme. Versatile as Stevenson was,
it is impossible even to think of him as a " South Sea
merchant," haggling with natives over the price of
copra1 and retailing European goods to them at a
necessarily exorbitant rate. But the project, though
never realised, did finally determine the course of his
life, for instead of taking him to Ponape, Guam, and
the Philippines, it sent him south to Samoa, there to
take up his abode and live and die.

In the meanwhile the first part of the voyage was
safely performed, and the schooner arrived at the town
of Butafitari in the island of Great Makin. Under
ordinary conditions a white man, if he conducted him-
self reasonably, might wander through all the group in
perfect safety, but the arrival of the Equator fell at an
unpropitious moment. For the first and probably the
only time in his wanderings, Stevenson was in real
danger of violence from natives.

The two principal firms trading in Butaritari be-
longed to San Francisco; the missionaries in the group
were sent there by the Boston Society, and the influence
of American ideas was considerable. Nine days before

i The dried kernel of the cocoanut, largely used in making soap,
candles, oil-cake, etc.90f the beds, besides, a doll lay pillowed. I
